
Officer Ken ThaxterOfficer Ken Thaxter

• West Bridgewater Police DepartmentWest Bridgewater Police Department
• 16 years of Law Enforcement experience

7 S h l Li i Offi• 7 years as School Liaison Officer
• Member of Satucket Regional Tactical 

SWAT Team- Operator/Crisis Negotiator. 
Specialized training in School Safety



• CYBER SAFETY / CYBER BULLYING isCYBER SAFETY / CYBER BULLYING is 
taught in conjunction with a 
comprehensive drug/alcohol curriculumcomprehensive drug/alcohol curriculum

• Focus is on 6th Graders aged from 10 – 12
C i id ith th t iti f• Coincides with the transition from 
elementary to middle school





Cyber Safety OverviewCyber Safety Overview

• Approximately 2 Hour classroom moduleApproximately 2 Hour classroom module
• “The Shopping Mall”

“O Li F i d St ”• “On Line Friends = Strangers”
• “Lie, Lie, Truth”
• “The Watering Hole”
• “The Chat Room”The Chat Room
• Alerting a “trusted” adult



Cyber Bullying Overview

• Approximately 2 Hours (not includingApproximately 2 Hours (not including 
PSA’s)

• Definition of Bullying• Definition of Bullying
• What is Cyber Bullying
• What to do if you are being cyber bullied
• What are the consequences – legal, and q g ,

administrative
• CasesCases



“PSA’s”

• Partner with High School Cable TV classPartner with High School Cable TV class
• 6th Graders write, direct, and act in 60 – 90 

second “public service announcements”second public service announcements
• Students are assigned several bullying 

scenarios including Cyber Bullyingscenarios including Cyber Bullying
• Each AD must demonstrate bullying, show 

the results, and outline what the studentsthe results, and outline what the students 
should do about it

• “The Girl in the Boy’s Room”The Girl in the Boy s Room



Police InvolvementPolice Involvement

• Investigate any cyber crimes involvingInvestigate any cyber crimes involving 
school age children.

• Work with DA’s office and juvenile courtsWork with DA s office and juvenile courts 
with prosecution and diversion.

• Hold educational seminars for parents onHold educational seminars for parents on 
internet safety.

• Educate school personnel as well as theEducate school personnel as well as the 
parents of cyber bullies and their victims 
on the legal aspects of cyber bullying.g p y y g



The Law – Criminal HarassmentThe Law Criminal Harassment
• Most states have similar statutes
• Can be used in cases of cyber bullying via• Can be used in cases of cyber bullying via 

texting
• In MASS “maliciously engaged in an act• In MASS - maliciously engaged in an act 

directed at a specific person…which 
causes alarm or annoys or cause acauses alarm or annoys…or cause a 
reasonable person substantial emotional 
distress.”

• “conducted by internet communications”



The Law – Identity FraudThe Law Identity Fraud

• Used in cases of Fake Web Pages
• In MASS “ Whoever … poses (directly or ( y

indirectly) as another person … or uses a 
person’s personal identifying information 
…to harass another shall be guilty of 
identity fraud”

• “a law enforcement officer may arrest 
without warrant on probable cause”without warrant on probable cause



School – Police Partnership !School Police Partnership !

• Police officer as aPolice officer as a 
teacher with a 
presence in the 
schools

• Memorandum of 
Understanding 
between departments 
regarding the sharingregarding the sharing 
of information



• All parents of Middle and• All parents of Middle and 
High School students 
received a letter from 
myself and the Principal 
informing them of up-
coming assemblies g
addressing cyber-
bullying and “sexting”
J i t t hi t hi• Joint teaching partnership 
with police and educators  



Contact InformationContact Information

kth t @ b d• kthaxter @ wbpd.com


